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he restoration of the anterior segment is
a continuous challenge between opera-
tor and nature; in recent years, the enor-
mous potential of adhesive restoration systems
and their very satisfactory results have been fre-
quently demonstrated.

A partial adhesive restoration allows the opera-
tor to save healthy dental tissue while postponing
total coverage with a conventional crown.™ In the
anterior segment, partial restorations can be di-
rect composite restorations, indirect composite
restorations, and indirect ceramic restorations.

The direct restoration is the primary choice if
wishing to be conservative in the anterior area.
Manufacturers have made investments to market
a micromechanically optimal material, while the
most attentive clinicians have turned their atten-
tion to improvement of the operative tech-
nigues** and modification of the optical and es-
thetic characteristics of these new materials.®
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Today the material of choice is the microhybrid
composite system, which has physical-mechanical
features capable of supporting functional loads
both in the anterior and posterior regions and is
characterized by a polishability comparable to the
microparticle composite. With the use of the com-
posite material we can solve clinical problems
(caries); esthetic defects such as fluorosis,
hypocalcifications, and tetracycline staining; and
morphologic defects.”

The application of composite to completely
cover the buccal aspect of the anterior teeth (ve-
neering) is described in the literature to solve dis-
coloration problems and morphologic defects.”
This technique is complicated and makes it diffi-
cult to control the curing shrinkage; moreover, the
surface of the restoration as well as its shade are
unstable in the medium and long term.”? To over-
come these problems, ceramic veneers have been
introduced. Ceramic veneers have many advan-
tages based on knowledge of the characteristics
of the material, which has been in use for many
years with or without metal to completely cover a
tooth. The results are good both esthetically and
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